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or Ketu in this sytem. In line with the modern thinkers,
they say that Rahu and Ketu are only nodes that seem
to form by the apparent intersection of the orbits of the
sun and the moon. Yet, strangely enough, they give
places to Rahu and Ketu in the 'Navagraha Worship5
(Worship of the nine planetary deities) and keep idols
of Rahu and Ketu in the Navagraha Temples.

Therefore it is clear that pur Almanac framers
have been caught in the whirlpool of modem astron-
omy, though unwilling to give up the ancient system.
They are struggling because they have not been able
to point out Rahu and Ketu as planets.

If it be so, one may ask, how do the Almance
Framers arrive at precise calculations? Whether we
say that the earth goes round the sun or that the sun
goes round the earth, there will be no difference in

calculations. Sri Arka Somayaji, the author of Jyotir
Vijnanam (Sampumananda Granthamala) says that
this is a fact.

Ravim parito bhramati bhurnavina paddhatya,
Asmasu bhu prsthe vartamanesu bhumim sthiram
Prakalpya ravireva bbramati iti vaktum sakyate.

(According to modern Astronomy the earth goes
round the sun. We, living on earth, may consider the
earth as fixed and we may say that the sun goes round
the earth.)

Rahu, the Son of his demon mother Simhika, is
a planet with the lion's head. A hundred serpent-like
tails, attached behind Rahu, go by the n?.me Ketu. The
course of these two united planets is upon the lowest
rim of the time wheel, ten thousand yojanas below the
sun's path.

Kalacalcradi dAarayam raAormandaiamiritam,
Tatraiva ketu satakam rahuna saha tisthati
(Bhugola Varnanam of Sri yadirajasvami)